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EDITORIAL NOTES 


LESSED are those of whom it can be said that, like Tim- 
B othy, from childhood they have known the Holy Scrip- 

tures, which, as the Apostle Paul says, are able to make 
us wise unto salvation. The reading and study of other books 
will make us wise in the knowledge of the things of this world, 
which are ephemeral, but the Bible is the revelation of God to 
every devout reader who wishes to know the things relating to 
the immortal life. Other knowledge may conduce to the ma- 
terial well-being of mankind, but to “Know Thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent” is life 
eternal. God and His truth are revealed in the Bible, and 
in the study of the Book man learns to know himself and his 
high destiny. Even for the duties of this mortal life God's 
revelation gives light and power. Every Christian who has 
taken the Werd of God as a lamp to the feet anda light to 
the path can testify that even in the vicissitudes of life 
strength and help and comfort have come according to the 
need cf the hour. In the effort to solve the mystery of life 
what confidence and consolation there is in the declaration: 
“I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: 
my God; in Him will I trust.” 

The Roman Catholic Church has kept this knowledge from 
the people of every country in the world where it had power. 
They have been deprived of the truth and light and comfort 
of the Christian religion by their ecclesiastical masters who 
stand between them and the loving Saviour. 
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God’s Promises Fulfilled in Christ 


The revelation of God to the patriarchs and prophets in 
the Old Testament foreshadowed in types the Messiahship of 
Jesus Christ. In Him were all the promises of God fulfilled. 
He came to save the people from their sins and make them 
children of God in obedience and love. The Jews thought 
He should have come as King and ruler like unto David to 
restore the national power and glory. But He declared, “My 
Kingdom is not of this world.” In the hearts of ali who re- 
ceive Him as Saviour and Redeemer, that Kingdom is estab- 
lished. He came to the Jews, His own people, but they 
would not believe in Him. “But as many received Him, to 
them He gave power to be the children of God, even to them 
that believe in His name.” As the Messiah He justified the 
promises of God; as the risen Saviour He is our Friend and 
Elder Brother. The study of God‘s Word teaches us this, 
and it becomes sweeter to us every day. 

The Bible a Letter from God 

It is hard to control feelings of indignation at the action 
of the Roman hierarchy, lo, these hundreds of years in hinder- 
ing the Bible’s free circulation among the people. It is said 
that a little girl, who was asked why she read the Bible, gave 
the reason that it was a letter to her from her Heavenly 
Father, and she wanted to know what He had to say to her. 
The answer was a good one, and if all the Catholic people 
who wish to live good lives and be right with God would 
read the letter addressed as much to them as to their Prot- 
estant friends, and obey its teachings, they would soon learn 
the better way of life. 


Rome did not Give us the Bible 

The Roman Church has the audacity to take to herself the 
credit for giving the Bible to the world—a claim that rests 
chiefly cn the fact that for several centuries most of the 
actual volumes of the Scriptures were preserved in European 
monasteries and churches. But to these volumes the people 
had no access, and not until the publication of the King 
James version compelled the Roman authorities to permit— 
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most reluctantly—the preparation of the Douay version, did 
Rome ever give the people of any country the Scriptures in 
their own tongue. The Bible is the Word of God Himself, 
and existed centuries before the Roman Catholic Church be- 
gan its corporate existence. Paul told Timothy that all Scrip- 
ture was given by inspiration of God Himself, and there is 
not a word in the whole Bible suggesting that any church 
or even any apostles were the custodians of the Word of God, 
while many passages inculcate its study by all who wish to 
know His will and to walk in His ways. It is quite reason- 
able to judge of the truth or falsity of any religious claims 
by visible results, and it is not necessary to do more than 
mention the striking contrasts in all lines of activity— 
spiritual, moral, intellectual, literary, artistic, commercial, and 
industrial—presented by the countries which, having thrown 
off the yoke of Rome, do read the Bible, and those which— 
not being yet free from the rule of the Jesuits—are prevented 
from doing so. Nothing is more patent to any person who 
will look into the matter than that the open Bible is profit- 


able unto all things, both for this life and that which is to 
come, 


The Way of Life in the Roman Catholic Bible 

Jesus told the Jews of His day to search the Scriptures, 
because they testified of Him; and if our Catholic friends would 
search the Bible—even the Douay Version—they would find 
out that Jesus wants them to come to Him direct, and that 
there is no need to call upon other mediators, either living 
or dead, to intercede with Him, and try to persuade Him to 
love them. They would learn that He is not only able to 
forgive sins (Matt. 9:6), but that all power is given to Him 
on earth as well as in Heaven (Matt. 28:18); that He is able 
to keep as well as to save (2 Timothy 1:12), and to deliver 
their lives from the domination of sin, as well as their con- 
sciences from the condemnation caused by it (Jude 24). If 
all Roman Catholics would look upon their Bible as did the 
little girl mentioned above, and constantly read it in that 
Spirit, ignoring the notes written by the Church theologians, 
they would find from the words of Jesus Himself, that He is 
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the Way, the Truth and the Life, and that in Him and 
through Him alone is salvation to be found. 

Any Roman Catholic can buy a Bible for a dollar, but he 
will not receive any encouragement from his priest to spend 
his money in that way. 


The Vatican and Italian Politics 


While some of the Roman Catholic bishops and priests are 
busily engaged in telling the American people that the 
Church never, never, never meddles in politics, the Vatican 
calmly goes along its own way in total disregard of any 
embarrassment it may cause them by affording practical 
evidence of the inaccuracy of their assertions. 

It is the avowed purpose of the Pope’s advisers to form a 
Catholic “Center” in the Italian Parliament, similar to that 
existing in Germany, which shall influence the national legis- 
lation in the interest of the Vatican by holding the balance 
of power between the parties representing the Government 
and the Opposition. In order to bring about this result, 
early in this month, the Pope suspended, for the first time 


since 1870, the “Non Expedit” in seventy-two constituencies, 
including three in the capital, and of course the Catholic 
voters were ordered to vote against the anti-clerical candi- 
dates. In spite of—or, perhaps, partly because of—this action 
in Rome itself the latter carried five constituencies, and the 
general result was a great victory for the Government. 


Rome Aggressive in Pushing its Claims 

In New York State the Roman Church has displayed its 
activity in politics by the introduction of three bills into the 
Legislature at Albany: one to make St. Patrick’s Day, March 
17, a public holiday, involving the official recognition by the 
Empire State of a Roman Catholic “saint”; another to set 
apart October 12, “Discovery Day,” in a similar manner in 
honor of Columbus; the third is a bill to promote the desecra- 
tion of the Sabbath by the opening of museums, libraries, 
parks, public playgrounds and other places on Sunday for 
the “recreation” of the people—especially the young. The 
Roman hierarchy never ceases its endeavors to “make Amer- 


















THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 85 
ica Catholic” at the earliest possible moment by destroying 
American institutions and increasing the power and influence 
of their Church by many varieties of political action. Prot- 
estant should always give careful examination to such proposi- 
tions as these bills contain, which contain much more than 
appears on the surface. 


Rome and Liberty of the Press 


Although Cardinal Gibbons and other would-be “liberal” 
priests of Rome frequently profess great admiration for our 
institutions, they only give them real approval in so far as 
these work to their own advantage. They approve of the 
liberty of the press—when they have plenty of space given 
to their sermons and the affairs of the Roman Church. But 
if a newspaper says anything of which they disapprove they 
lose no time in giving practical evidence of their displeasure. 
Last month the Baltimore Sun of February 24 contained this 
advertisement: 

At the Quarterly Conference of the Catholic Clergy of 
Baltimore, assembled at St. Mary’s Seminary, February 23, 
1909, the following resolution was presented and adopted: 

We, the Catholic Priests of Baltimore, assembled in con- 
ference, view with alarm and indignation the attitude of cer- 
tain influential publications which circulate largely in the 
homes of our Catholic people in regard to the dangerous and 


immoral practice of limiting families by the arbitrary restric- 
tion of child birth. 

When the daily newspapers begin to spread such theories, 
we feel that the time has come for plain speech on our part, 
and that it is our duty to protect the interests of the people 
and to prevent them from being inoculated with such danger- 
ous doctrines. We pledge ourselves to accomplish this end 
not only by teaching the truth on these subjects, but also, 
when necessary, by denouncing such publications as danger- 
ous and immoral. O. B. Corrigan, 


Bishop of Macre, Chairman. 
Dr. Corrigan is Cardinal Gibbons’ coadjutor bishop. The 
“denouncing such publications” means that they will forbid 
their people to read the papers in question, and such a notice 
is in reality a threat to annihilate that paper—or any other— 
which shall publish anything which meets with episcopal dis- 
approval, so far as the priests can accomplish its destruction. 






86 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Rome’s Hand in the American Press 


A member of the staff of a great daily paper in one of our 
large cities writes under date of February 25: 

“I wish to have three copies of The Converted Catholic 
every month. I heartily congratulate you on the new make- 
up of the Magazine; the new type, paper and cover—all are 
admirable. 

“You are doing a great work. God bless you! I wish you 
would direct attention to some of the priests and their Cath- 
olic Truth Society. I firmly believe that they have one or 
more agents in every daily newspaper office in the country. 
I have run up against them a good many times. 

“Their game and aim is to keep all reference to Catholics 
and their Church out of the papers unless it happens to be 
something favorable. Usually now they will not reply to 
criticisms; they find that only opens the way for other at- 
tacks and exposures. But they besiege the editor and man- 
ager, and tell them of the multitude of subscribers and ad- 
vertisers they are likely to lose; another plan is to get some 
large Catholic advertiser to ‘use his influence.’ They gen- 
erally end by telling the newspaper men that they would 
much prefer that no reference whatever to the Catholic 
Church be made rather than have such ‘bigoted insults’ pub- 
lished. The result is that their advice is followed.” 


Pope Innocent III and Magna Charta 

Those Roman Catholics who give deserved credit to mem- 
bers of their Church for their share in obtaining the signature 
of King John to Magna Charta, in 1215, may be interested 
to learn that Pope Innocent III promptly issued a Bull de- 
claring the charter null and void, and restraining King John 
from giving effect to its provisions. That Pope also suspend- 
ed Stephen Langton from his office of Archbishop of Canter- 
bury for his championship of liberty in refusing to publish 
the excommunication of the English barons who had joined 
in obtaining the charter; and he remained in Rome, where 


the sentence of his suspension was confirmed, for nearly 
three years. 
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A Greeting from the Friends 


In the Christian Arbitrator and Messenger of Peace, of 
which the Editor is John B. Wood, of Pyne Poynt Park, 
Camden, N. J., the following appreciation of the work of 
Christ’s Mission appeared. It is a high compliment that the 
simple, plain, direct teaching of Christ’s Mission and The 
Converted Catholic should be so evangelical as to meet with 
the approval of the evangelical Friends. The friendship of 
Mr. Wood and the Editor of The Converted Catholic began 
long ago at the Northfield Conference and has continued 
with increasing affection ever since: 















Our friend, James A. O’Connor, editor of The Converted 
Catholic and founder of Christ’s Mission, 331 West Fifty- 
seventh street, New York, and friend of the late Josiah W. 
Leeds should be, if he was not so busy with the Lord’s work, 
a Friend, we think. He runs that Mission without ordinances 
and has brought some 140 Catholic Priests from Romanism 
to Christianity in the last thirty years. He would be very 
glad of the help of Friends, either in cash or in his meetings. 

He writes: “The work of Christ’s Mission has made 
steady progress, year by year, ever since its inauguration in 
1879. Much, not all, of the spiritual result among Roman 
Catholics—both clerical and lay—has been chronicled month 
by month in The Converted Catholic; and thousands of 
Protestants have testified to the quickening and deepening of 
their spiritual life. Progress has also been made in respect 
of material things, as the splendid property now uccupied as 
a headquarters for the Mission and a permanent Temple for 
the proclamation of Protestant principles testifies. It belongs 
to all America. 

When anyone is in New York why not call upon him and 
enjoy an hour or so. The Mission has life, greater and more 
lasting than the Zoo or Metropolitan Museum. 

















Christ’s Mission Work 
FORM OF BEQUEST. 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized in the City of 
New York, according to the Laws of the State of New York, the sum 
of $...... to be applied to the use and purposes of said Mission. 







All communications can be addressed to Albert B. King, President; 
George A. Hampton, Treasurer; or James A. O’Connor, Secretary of 


the Board of Trustees, at the Mission House, 331 West 57th St., 
New York. 
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ST. PATRICK, IRELAND AND ROME 


HE Church of Rome, after having made a Scottish 
T missionary, born in Scotland, who believed in an open 

Bible, the patron saint of Ireland, has for centuries kept 
his alleged birthday, the 17th of March, as a religious feast. 
For the last thirty years, however, in this country, the.cele- 
bration has become, more and more, of a political and social 
character. On this day various organizations affiliated with 
the Federation of Catholic Societies (which claims to control 
two million votes) have great parades, hold banquets, make 
speeches, and in other ways endeavor to impress American 
politicians, and the community at large, with their numbers 
and power. 

St. Patrick was born near the close of the fourth century, 
in or near Dumbarton, Scotland. 

When he was only a lad, in his sixteenth year, he was cap- 
tured with a number of other persons in an incursion by 
pirates; and he, with all the prisoners, was taken to the north 
shore of Ireland. There he was sold to Milchu, son of Hua 
Bain, King of North Dalaradia, and his owner employed him 
to herd cattle. The following six years were spent in bondage, 
but it was while herding his cattle that the Spirit of God spoke 
to him, and he experienced conversion. 

At last he escaped from slavery and found his way back to 
Scotland. There he heard the call of God to devote his life to 
the evangelization of the Irish people. And he obeyed that 
call with wonderful results. 

Patrick was an earnest preacher of the Gospel, and he did 
a great work in spreading the knowledge of the Scriptures 
throughout the country. Rev. Joseph Sanderson, D.D., LL.D., 
in his learned work, “The Story of St. Patrick,” says that the 
land was studded with churches, colleges and Bible schools, 
and that, according to Archbishop Usher, no fewer than 365 
churches were organized, each under care of a pastor. 

The pure Gospel and the open Bible did for Ireland in those 
days what they have always done in other countries when 
placed within reach of the people. Dr. Sanderson says: 
“Ireland was in those years at the head of the nations of 
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Europe in respect of godliness. Her civilization was the most 
advanced, her learning the most extended and refined, her 
Christianity was of the least corrupted type that then pre- 
vailed in the world, and the Irish divines were the only ones, 
so far as known to history, who refused to dishonor their 
reason, by refusing to lay it prostrate at the feet of any human 
authority.” 

Dr. Sanderson gives many interesting facts about the place 
occupied by the Bible in St. Patrick’s work, and the schools 
and colleges that sprang up in connection with it. The art of 
printing had not been invented, so that the Scriptures had to 
be copied by hand, and this work was carried to great per- 
fection. To the schools established by the great missionary 
hundreds of students came from England and other countries, 
and Ireland became known as the Island of Saints and Schol- 
ars. The tradition that Patrick was sent to Ireland by Pope 
Celestine is no longer accepted by historians and scholars. 

The Church founded by this great missionary was inde- 
pendent of Rome and acknowledged no allegiance to the Pope. 
As the centuries passed away, however, the malign influence 


of the Papacy must have extended widely among the clergy; 
for, whsn Pope Adrian IV (Nicholas Breakspeare, the only 
Englishman who ever wore the papal tiara) sold the country 
in 1155 to Henry II of England, one synod of bishops, at least, 
acknowledged the authority of the Pope to dispose of their 
land and its liberties. This he did by the granting of the 
following Bull: 


Adrian, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to his dearest 
son in Christ, the illustrious king of England, health and his 
apostclical blessing. Laudably and advantageously does your 
majesty plan to secure a glerious name on earth, and to 
increase the reward of everlasting felicity in the heavens, 
whilst as a Catholic prince you strive to extend the boundaries 
of the Church, to proclaim the truths of Christianity to an 
uneducated and rude people, and to banish the seeds of vice 
from the field of the Lord; to secure this object more con- 
veniently, you demand the advice and favor of the Apostolic 
See. In this project, the higher -yyour aim, and the greater 
your discretion, so much happier, the Lord preparing the way, 
we are confident, will be your success in it. You have signified 
to us, dearest sen in Christ, that you wished to invade the 
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island of Ireland, to subdue its inhabitants to the laws of 
Christ, and to banish from it the seeds of vice (et vitiorum inde 
plantaria extirpanda velle intrare); and that you wished to 
pay annually for every house to blessed Peter one denarius 
(fifteen cents—“Peter’s pence”) (et de singulis domibus, 
annuam unius denarii beato Petro velle solvere pensionem) ; 
and also to preserve the rights of the churches in that land 
pure and unbroken. Now, we, regarding your pious and 
praiseworthy desire with deserved favor, and giving a kind 
assent to your petition, reckon it agreeable and welcome 
(gratum et acceptum habemus) that, to enlarge the borders 
ot the Church, to restrain vice, to correct morals, to introduce 
virtue, and to increase the Christian religion, you should 
invade that island, and do whatever may seem to advance the 
honor of God and the salvation of that land (insulam illam 
ingrediaris, et quae ad honorem Dei et salutem illius terrae, 
spectaverint, exequaris). And let the people of that land 
receive you and venerate you as their lord, provided that the 
rights of the churches shall remain pure and unbroken, and 
that the annual payment of one denarius to blessed Peter 
from every house be made secure (sicut dominum veneretur, 
jurae ecclesiarum illibato et integro permanente, et salva beato 
Petro de singulis domibus annua unius denarii pensione). 
Truly, it is not to be doubted that all the islands upon which 
Christ, the Sun of Justice, has shone, and which have received 
lessons in the Christian faith, are subject to Saint Peter and 
the Holy Roman Church, as even your own nobles confess. 
If, therefore, you intend to complete the plan you have con- 
ceived in your mind, aim to teach that nation good morals, 
and act so by yourself,and through those whom you shall deem 
to be qualified for this work, in faith, conversation, and life, 
that in that land the Church may be adorned, and that the 
Christian religion may be planted, and may increase there, 
and that whatsoever tends to the honor of God and the salva- 
tion of souls, may be so ordained that you may be worthy to 
receive from God the treasures of an eternal reward; and even 


on earth that you may secure a glorious reputation through- 
out the ages. 


In the days of Henry II and Adrian IV the Roman hierarchy 
on the spot was, as it has been ever since, the enemy of the 
people and an implacable foe to nationalism. A Roman 
writer, Giraldus Cambrensis, who went to Ireland with the 
first English soldiers sent by Henry, says that the Papal Bull 
given above was solemnly accepted at a synod of Irish bishops 
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held in Waterford shortly after it was issued, that entire body 
acknowledging the Pope as the absolute master of their island. 
Soon after this convention another was held in Dublin, at 
which Vivianus, the Papal legate, “made a public declaration 
of the right of the king of England to Ireland, and the con- 
firmation of the Pope; and he strictly commanded and en- 
joined both the clergy and the people, under pain of excom- 
munication, on no rash pretence, to presume to forfeit their 
allegiance.” (“The Conquest of Ireland,” lib. ii, cap. 17.) 

Centuries before this sale of Ireland by the Pope to Henry, 
evidenced by the document given above, many thousands of 
the Irish people had been converted through the labors of St. 
Patrick and the preachers associated with him. Among “the 
seeds of vice” which Henry was to pluck up were the inde- 
pendence of the church composed of believers in the teaching 
of St. Patrick, and those of its doctrines or practices which 
differed from the Church of Rome. Among these was, ot 
course, the widespread reading of the Bible. 

The people of Ireland should always bear in mind that 
it was the “infallible” Pope of Rome who stigmatized 
their ancestors as “uneducated and rude,” from whom “the 
seeds of vice” should be banished by the English King, and if 
they resent the phrase “the wild Irish,” they should visit their 
indignation upon the Pope of Rome. According to the doc- 
trines of that Church, Adrian IV was as truly infallible as 
Pius IX, who made himself so at the Vatican Council in 1870, 
or the present Pope Pius X. 

The conquest of the country by Henry established the 
Papal power there as it had never been seen before. And 
that power has made Ireland from that day to this the “most 
distressful” country on earth, according to its own poets and 
historians. 

No student of the history of England’s dealings with her 
colonies—at any rate, since the American Revolution—can 
doubt that if the people of Ireland had shown themselves as 
capable of self-government as the people of Australia, New 
Zealand and Canada, they would long ago have had as large 
a measure of legislative independence. 
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Ireland is so largely dominated by its priests, who must 
carry out the policy of Rome, that England cannot trust the 
people of a country so near her own shores who would be 
practically governed by a Papal hierarchy whose rule has been 
disastrous for every country, including Italy itself. England 
is Protestant, and Ireland is so largely Roman Catholic that 
an independent government in the latter country would be 
a menace to the British Empire. When the Irish people 
cast off the Papal yoke, as the English have done, they will 
have all the Home Rule they want. 

The policy of the Papacy, however, has ever been to keep 
the people in ignorance, to encourage factionalism by setting 
a number of parties at war with one another in order that the 
hierarchy may domineer over all, and to discourage nationalism 
in every shape and form. Among other natural results of the 
operation of this policy for many years has been the creation 
of a feeling in Great Britain that if Home Rule were granted 
it would simply mean that the population of Ireland would 
meet a similar fate to that of the celebrated Kilkenny cats, 
each of which devoured the other. Whatever ground there 
may have been for this feeling in years gone by, a highly 
esteemed and well-informed correspondent of The Converted 
Catholic, in a recent letter from England, said that so restive 
are the people of Ireland becoming under the insolent tyranny 
of the Roman hierarchy that when Home Rule comes, it will 
mean the end of Rome Rule in that country instead of its being 
placed in greater power than before. 

This is corroborated by many statements in the press both 
here and in Ireland. Last month Cardinal Logue, Primate of 
Ireland, vigorously denounced the extreme Nationalists, and 
the Gaelic League, and the Bishop of Clonfert said: ‘“Mem- 
bers: of such societies are guilty of a mortal sin against Al- 
mighty God.” These Nationalists have made a demand that 
the Gaelic language should be taught in the new Irish Catho- 
lic University. The Irish Bishops have unanimously op- 
posed this demand, and the Catholic paper, The Gaelic Amer- 
ican, published in this city, had an editorial last month vig- 
orously attacking the Bishops for the stand they had taken. 
Among other thngs it said: 
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This controversy has brought to light many things which 
before were obscure, at least to the rank and file of the people. 
The rank and file believed that the Bishops were patriotic and 
that National affairs could be safely entrusted to their keeping. 
Their present coercive methods against the National language 
has dispelled this illusion, an illusion that has survived for 
more than a hundred years, in spite of the Maynooth Oath, 
the Veto, the support of the Brass Band, the condemnation of 
the Fenians and the betrayal of Parnell. 


Roman Catholicism a Political Organization 
By Rev. J. J. Kerr, Newville, Pa. 


We would call attention to the dangers of Romanism as 
a present menace to our civil and religious liberties. Our people, 
generally, are inclined to regard the Roman Catholic Church 
as one among the various Christian denominations of our 
beloved United States. As to their religious belief, that is 
something to which they have a perfect ‘natural right; but 
Romanism is something other than a religion. It is a politi- 
cal organization as well. The Roman Catholic Church claims 
authority in civil affairs just as much as in ecclesiastical 
affairs. Of this statement there can be no question. In 
America the Roman Church claims to be the source of au- 
thority as everywhere heretofore. 

All that Rome wants is the opportunity to assert her au- 
thority. This is, in her teachings, a divine right; infinitely 
higher than “the consent of the governed.” Our people 
should acquaint themselves with the history of the Roman 
Catholic Church. They should study the History of the Re- 
formation, by J. H. Merle D’Aubigne, D.D. They should 
also read The Converted Catholic, published by Rev. James 
A. O’Connor, of Christ’s Mission, 331 West Fifty-seventh 
street, New York. Rev. Dr. O’Connor is a converted priest 
and is helping other converted priests into the light. The 
Magazine is monthly; 380 pages a year; costs $1.00 a year. 
He has, since 1879, led 140 priests into the light. Let Amer- 
ica be ruled by men who believe in American institutions and 
the freedom of conscience.—-Lutheran Evangelist. 
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Christ’s Mission Converts from Rome 
In a recent letter from the author of “Geraldine de Lisle,” 
the writer of that fine book said: “I have read with the 
greatest pleasure, in recent issues of The Converted Catholic, 
the accounts of the conversions of so many Roman Catholic 





— 





Monsignor Leon Bouland. 


priests. Please continue to tell us about the work among 
such men, as we have nothing like such remarkable conver- 
sions in any other publication.” 

Some readers of The Converted Catholic will recall the 
names of the priests like those published in the January and 
February issues of the Magazine. But to the more recent sub- 
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scribers their names will not be familiar. It is only when a 
converted priest continues in Christian work that the mention 
of his name would be of interest to the public. 

Priests of many nationalities have come to the Mission, 
where they were welcomed, instructed in the evangelical faith, 
and helped in every way according to their needs. 

The Rev. T. Leveque was of French birth, a graduate of 
the University of Paris, who, as soon as he came to Christ’s 
Mission, in 1888, accepted the Protestant faith, and became a 
very useful missionary to the French in New England. 

In the same year, Monsignor Leon Bouland, also a native of 
France, who had been a distinguished priest in Europe, and 
was decorated by Pope Leo XIII, and also a priest in this 
country, was received by the late Bishop Henry C. Potter, 
out of the Roman Catholic Church into the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. But after some-sad experience among 
the Episcopalians, who did not wish to antagonize the Ro- 
man Catholic Church by appointing missionaries to the Ro- 
man Catholic people in this city, Dr. Bouland came to Christ’s 
Mission, and after teaching for some time most successfully 
in New York City, went to Springfield, Mass., where he be- 
came an instructor in the French American College, sustained 
by the Congregational Home Missionary Society, and editor 
of the College paper. Some years later the Jesuits made an 
attempt to capture Dr. Bouland and bring him back to the 
fold of Rome, but he got away from them; and after becom- 
ing a member of the Collegiate Reformed Church, of which 
the Rev. Dr. David J. Burrell is pastor, he returned to France 
where he died some years ago. 


The Rev. E. D. Stark had been a priest for twelve years 
when he came to Christ’s Mission in the fall of 1897. He was 
ordained at Detroit, Mich., and his last charge was St. Mary’s 
Church, Bayonne, N. J. At the meeting in the chapel of the 
Mission at which he renounced the priesthood and Romanism, 
several members of his late congregation were present who 
exhibited very kindly feelings towards him. He later went 
West to enter on a business career. 
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The Nun of Kenmare 


The number of conversions from the Roman Catholic 
Church in 1888 was remarkable. In that year also Miss 
Mary Frances Cusack, the celebrated “Nun of Kenmare,” 


Miss M. F. Cusack, The Nun of Kenmare. 


who had come to America from Ireland two years previously, 
and had established a large convent of the Sisters of Peace 
in Englewood, N. J., opened a correspondence with the Rev. 
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James A. O’Connor, which continued for several months, and 
ultimately led to his meeting her in Jersey City and bringing 
her over to New York where she would be free from any 
pursuit that the Roman Catholic bishop, Dr. Wigger, might 
institute. He, with other high priests of Rome, did persecute 
her bitterly afterwards. In the subsequent years she wrote 
many books, severely attacking the Roman Catholic Church, 
especially the conventual system. These books, “Auto- 
biography of the Nun of Kenmare,” “Life Inside the Church 
of Rome” and “What Rome Teaches” had a wide circulation 
in this country and in England. Miss Cusack also delivered 
many lectures in the United States and Canada, and went to 
England in 1892 where she continued to reside, constantly 
busy in writing and speaking on the evils of Romanism, until 
her death in 1899. 

As Miss Cusack was the most famous nun of the Roman 
Catholic Church for twenty-five years, the anger of the Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy at her conversion was intense; and 
when she died the Roman Catholic press declared that she 
had returned to the Church of Rome before her death. 

Even a paper of such a high character as the New York 
Sun fell into this mistake through some of its Roman Cath- 
olic employees. This led the Editor of The Converted Cath- 
olic to write the following letter: 


New York, June 29, 1899. 
To the Editor of The Sun: 

Sir:—In the notice of the death of Miss Cusack, “the Nun 
of Kenmare,” which appeared in the press generally on June 
8, many of the papers stated that she had returned to the 
Roman Catholic Church. Will you please allow me to correct 
that statement? Miss Cusack was the mother superior of the 
convent of the Sisters of Peace in Englewood, N. J., in 1888, 
when I received letters from her in which she expressed her 
desire to leave the Roman Catholic Church, as she had lost 
faith in its doctrines and had no relish for its practices. Ac- 
cordingly, in July of that year, she left the convent, and from 
that time until her death at Leamington, England, on June 
5, she adhered to the Protestant faith. 

I hope this correction will be noted by the papers that pub- 
lished her return to the Roman Catholic Church. As Miss 
Cusack had filled a large space in the conventual life of the 
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Roman Catholic Church for thirty years, and had taken a 
conspicuous part in the Protestant controversy with the 
Church of Rome for the last eleven years of her life, in justice 
to her memory and to the cause of truth this correction should 
be made by all who were misled regarding her faith when 
dying. 

I may add that Miss Cusack was buried in the Leamington 
cemetery on June 8; that in her last illness she was attended 
by the Rev. J. G. Gregory, incumbent of Christ Church (Prot- 
estant Episcopal), Leamington, and that the funeral service 
was conducted by Mr. Gregory and the Rev. G. E. A. Pargi- 
ter, vicar of St. Paul’s (Church of England), no Roman Cath- 
olic priest or bishop being present. These facts are taken 
from the English press, especially from the English Church- 
man of London, June 15, 1899. James A. O’Connor, 

Editor of The Converted Catholic. 


The Rev. Francis Tobin embraced Protestantism in Christ’s 
Mission on Christmas night, 1892. He was a Christian 
Brother in Chicago before he became a priest. 

In a letter to Rev. James A. O’Connor: “I have never for- 
gotten your good counsels and I have never missed one Sun- 
day since I left you in going to church to hear God’s Word 
explained from that great Storehouse, the Bible. I now see 
how utterly useless is priestly absolution and how sweet it 
is to lean on the everlasting arm of Jesus Christ.” Mr. To- 
bin’s mother left him some property in Philadelphia, where 
he entered upon a business career. He was not calculated 
for Christian work as a pastor or missionary, though he pro- 
fessed sound Protestant principles. 


Rev. William B. Fleck came to Christ’s Mission in Decem- 
ber, 1898.. He was a native of Ohio, and had been a priest 
for five years. His priestly life was passed in the diocese of 
Cleveland, where he might have risen to a very high position 
if he could have made his conscience subservient to the 
wishes of the bishop. He studied law in New York City, and 
settled down to a quiet prosperous business life. Mr. Fleck 
also had no call to definite public work. Unless priests, 
when converted, realize the importance of bearing testimony 
for the Protestant faith, and show zeal for the salvation of 
souls, they will be quite happy and respectable in secular life. 
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The Rev. Anicetus Vanoli, D.D., of the Roman Propa- 
ganda, and Missionary Apostolic of the Roman Catholic 
Church at Constantinople, came to Christ’s Mission in Septem- 
ber, 1895. Monsignor (now Cardinal) Satolli was his pro- 
fessor of dogmatic theology in Rome. 

He was born in Egypt, his father being a native of Italy, 
a naturalized French citizen settled in Alexandria, and his 
mother a Greek lady. After receiving his preliminary educa- 
tion in Alexandria, he was sent to a gymnasium in Austria, 
where he graduated and joined the Franciscans. He was or- 
dained a priest in 1889 in the historical Cathedral of Trent. 
A post-graduate course in theology was taken in the College 
of the Propaganda in Rome, and he received the degree of 
Doctor of Theology in the Propaganda in 1892. His assign- 
ment to the mission of his Order in Constantinople was fol- 
lowed by speedy promotion to be prefect of the monastery, 
parish priest, and then missionary apostolic. It was no un- 
usual thing for him to preach or conduct services in Greek, 
Turkish, Italian and French on the same Sunday. 

In 1894 doubts concerning the Roman faith began to trouble 
him, and though he sought by greater zeal and more strenu- 
ous toil to repress them they only gained strength. At last 
he decided to ask permision to leave his Order and become 
a secular priest. When the Pope granted his request to this 
effect he visited Rome and other cities in Italy vainly seeking 
sympathy and guidance, and a visit to France was equally 
fruitless, though he had letters and passport from Cardinal 
Ledochowski, Cardinal de Angelis, Bishop Bonetti and other 
Church dignitaries. He came to Chirst’s Mission clothed in 
his ecclesiastical dress, as in the picture. He afterward 
studied medicine, and, after graduation, practiced his pro- 
fession in Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Anthony Sharkie was born in Aleppo, Syria, of 
Roman Catholic parents, and was brought up in the Syrian 
rite. He had been a priest for sixteen years. 

The study of the Scriptures showed him how the Roman 
Catholic Church had substituted tradition for God’s Word, 
and as he could not safely express his new religious ideas 





Rev. Anicetus Vanoli, D.D., M.D. 
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in his own country, he came to America in 1898. He brought 
letters to Rev. James A. O'Connor from the Protestant Col- 
lege at Beyrout. After some time at Christ’s Mission he went 
to the International College, Springfield, Mass., and is now 
engaged in business there. 





Anthony Sharkie, Converted Syrian Priest. 
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Forty Catholics of One Family Converted 


Last month the Rev. Dr. Robert L. Rudolph was conse- 
crated bishop of the Reformed Episcopal Church in New 
York City, as associate with the well-beloved Bishop William 
T. Sabine. As many members of his family were Roman 
Catholics, Bishop Rudolph has been much interested in the 
work of Christ’s Mission. 

A few years ago he wrote to Pastor O’Connor as follows: 

Bishop Rudolph’s Letter 

Dear Sir:—Two weeks ago I went to Poughkeepsie to visit 
my mother’s brother’s tent-mate in the War of the Rebellion. 
I had not seen him before. As my uncle died soon after the 
war, I have only the faintest recollection of him. I thought 
the old veteran of three years’ service could tell me much 
about my uncle, who was also my godfather. 

I was especially anxious to know how my uncle left the 
Roman Catholic Church. I was surprised to find that Mr. 
H had been a Catholic also. The two, when young men, 
rented a pew in a Catholic church, but, as he expressed it, 
long felt the hollowness of it all. When they were finally 
asked to give up their place for others, and when they found 
these people had more money than they had, they went at 
once to the Methodist (German) Church, were interested, 
gladly received the Gospel and joined the church. 

Mrs. H ’s father and mother were both Romanists, 
but they joined the Methodist Episcopal Church. I know 
at least a dozen other Roman Catholics in this city who have 
united with Protestant churches. I have at least forty sec- 
ond and third cousins who have nearly all, independently, 
in different cities, and at different times, left the Romish 
Church to unite with different Protestant churches. The 
Protestant Episcopal, the Reformed Episcopal Church, the 
Methodist and the Dutch Reformed are some of them; the 
Lutheran is another. I would like at some future time to 
give you more exact data. My mother was confirmed at the 
Cathedral at Strasburg. She is now a member of Bishop 
Sabine’s church, where I attend. 

In our own Sunday school we have at least forty Catholic 
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families represented. In some cases the parents have joined 
us—principally the mothers. The men are generally skeptical 
or indifferent. 

We are now receiving a young woman, very well educated 
and talented. She comes from the south of Ireland. She 
was educated in a convent. She has a clear conception of 
our position, and can give many reasons for leaving her 
mother church. The Rev. Mr. Pisek (Bohemian), pastor of 
a Presbyterian church near ours, has some twelve hundred 
children in his Sunday school, nearly all from Roman Cath- 
olic homes. He told me once that nearly all his Sunday 
school teachers were converted Roman Catholics. 

With best wishes, Robert L. Rudolph. 


Other Converts from Rome 


A correspondent writes from an important Canadian city 
that the Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. there is delighted with 
The Converted Catholic, which our friend puts in the reading 
room there every month. 

[Much good would be done to thousands of young men 
every year if the example thus set were followed by other Sec- 
retaries of their organizations throughout the country.—Ed. 
C.C.] 

In his letter he mentions that one French Presbyterian 
Church in his city has received forty-nine members from the 
Roman Church during the past year, and that the French 
Baptist Church took in three former Romanists. 

At Montreal, in January, four converts from Romanism— 
one young man and three heads of families representing nine- 
teen souls—were baptized at L’Oratoire, in the presence of a 
large congregation. Many Roman Catholics have become in- 
terested in the preaching of the simple Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Grand Ligne Mission has lately received eleven con- 
verts from Romanism. 

Our correspondent also reports the death, in the evangelical 
faith, of the Rev. N. Gregoire, formerly a priest, but for 
the last twenty-five years a consistent Protestant Christian, 
zealously working for the salvation of Roman Catholics. 
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A Bible Reading, by Rev. Dr. Jay N. Taft 


WISH to direct your attention to several passages of 
I Scripture. Of these, the first is Genesis 3:15:—‘‘And I 

will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

Then turn to what is, perhaps, the greatest verse in the 
whole Bible, and a fulfilment of the text I just read—John 
3:16:—“For God so loved the world, that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” I would also point out 
the similarity between this text and 1 John 3:16:—“Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life 
for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” ; 
and in connection with that I will also read 1 John 4:16:— 
“And we have known and believed the love that God hath 
to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in 
God, and God in him.” These all make divine love central 
in the gospel. God is not to be coaxed nor bought to be 
good. All these passages show the love of God towards all 
mankind. In the face of these texts and many others like 
them, it is perfectly absurd for any man or set of men to 
say that we must ask the Virgin Mary to ask God to love 
us and bless us. It is just as absurd as it would be to 
imagine the necessity for anyone to go to your own mother, 
who nursed you and loved you and brought you up from a 
child, and ask her to be kind to you and to love you now. 

Let me also read Isaiah 63:7-9:—“I will mention the lov- 
ingkindnesses of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, ac- 
cording to all that the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the 
great goodness toward the house of Israel, which He hath 
bestowed on them according to His mercies, and according 
to the multitude of His lovingkindnesses. For He said, 
Surely they are My people, children that will not lie: so He 
was their Saviour. In all their affliction He was afflicted, 
and the Angel of His presence saved them: in His love and 
in His pity He redeemed them: and He bare them, and car- 
ried them all the days of old.” The last of these verses I 
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regard as the greatest verse in the writings of the major 
prophets, and now I will turn to Zephaniah 3:17, in my 
opinion the greatest verse in the books of the minor proph- 
ets:—‘“The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; 
He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy: He will 
rest in His love, He will joy over thee with singing.” 

Now I do not believe that anybody but a mother—and a 
mother, moreover, who has had a child sick nigh unto death 
—can appreciate what that verse really means. We men 
may make a guess at it, but I think that only such a mother 
knows fully what it is to ‘rejoice with joy’ and ‘rest in love.’ 

If this child should now fall into sin, how quickly will 
mother-love fly to her help. But all this is but a type of 
Him whose other name is Love, and who says, “I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness 
have I drawn thee.” 

Every time you tell your experience you do two things: 
first, you imitate the Apostle Paul. Whenever he found 
himself in a tight place, before the Sanhedrim, or before a 
king, he told the story of his conversion, how he had seen 
the light shining on the road while traveling to Damascus, 
and the results that followed that event. 

You also show the falsity of the claims of the Popes and 
his hierarchy, who say that “there is no salvation out of the 
Roman Catholic Church.” I have always sympathized with 
the man that is down, and have sometimes got myself into 
trouble on that account. I regard the average Catholic as a 
man who is “down,” spiritually, with the Pope and the 
priests and the hierarchy on top of him. When I testify 
to the way in which God has saved me I give the lie to the 
Pope, who says none can be saved outside his Church. 


An esteemed Friend, in Ireland, in renewing his subscrip- 
tion for this year, says: 

May grace and peace be multiplied unto thee through the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I trust that 
the good work that thou art seeking to carry on to the glory 
of God, and to the advancement of Christendom through the 
world, may still be carried on, and I hope that Protestant 
rulers may still take the presidency in the United States. G. 
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Good Work of the Converted Catholic 


This letter will be specially interesting to friends who pay 
subscriptions for the Magazine, that it may be sent to Roman 
Catholic acquaintances: 

“Somehow or other you have received my name, and as a 
result you have sent me a number of copies of your interest- 
ing Magazine. 

“I would like you to send me a copy of your January 
number, as there may be something in it that will touch me, 
There certainly is in your February number, and if I read 
a few more of those Magazines, I think I shall be “almost 
persuaded” to leave my present church and go back to my 
original Methodist. However, such is not the case as yet. 

“IT never had the slightest idea that our Church was con- 
nected with the assassination of Lincoln. 

“Hoping that you will send me the January copy and con- 
tinues sending me the Magazine, 

“Yours truly, B.” 


Kind Words 


In the United Presbyterian, of Pittsburg, Pa., the follow- 
ing kindly notice of Volume XXV of The Converted Catho- 
lic, for 1908 ($1.25), appeared: 

The bound volume of The Converted Catholic for 1908 is 
replete with matter bearing on the Roman Catholic Church 
in this and in other countries. Mr. O’Connor is fearless and 
outspoken and is thoroughly conversant with all matters re- 
lative to the developments of this great body as affects the 
liberty and progress of our country. Among other important 
matters this volume contains the testimonies of several priests 
who have renounced the Roman Church and withdrawn from 
the priesthood. Particulars are also given of the great losses 
sustained by this Church in the United States. Rev. James 
A. O’Connor, the editor and publisher, has for thirty years 
conducted a missionary work in New York City for the en- 
lightenment and conversion of Roman Catholics. During 
these years he has received 140 priests out of the Church of 
Rome who have all accepted the Protestant faith. 
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Lincoln Great in All Things 


The February Converted Catholic might well be called a 
Lincoln number. The Martyr President was one of the great- 
est men that ever lived. In the expression of ideas he was as 
great as in his statesmanship. 

President Lincoln’s address at Gettysburg is a model of 
style and sentiment; as is the following letter: 


“Executive Mansion, 
“Washington, Nov. 21, 1864. 
“To Mrs. Bixby, Boston, Mass. 

“Dear Madam: I have been shown in the files of the War 
Department a statement of the Adjutant General of Massa- 
chusetts that you are the mother of five sons who have died 
gloriously on the field of battle. I feel how weak and fruit- 
less must be any word of mine which should attempt to be- 
guile you from the grief of a loss so overwhelming. But I 
cannot refrain from tendering you the consolation that may 
be found in the thanks of the republic they died to save. I 
pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of 
your bereavement, and leave you only the cherished memory 
of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride that must be 
yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of 
freedom. Your very sincerely and respectfully, 

“(Signed) A. Lincoln.” 

It has been said that “next to the life of Christ, Americans 
should study Abraham Lincoln. He was God’s Nineteenth 
Century prophet. He had the faith of Abraham, the leader- 
ship of Moses, the statesmanship of Pericles, the massive 
intellectual force of St. Paul, the political sagacity of Riche- 
lieu, the integrity of Cromwell, and the patriotism of Wash- 
ington.” 


From West Virginia:—Please send The Converted Catholic 
for one year to a new subscriber, an intimate friend of the 
late General Harris. I know this gentleman will enjoy read- 
ing what your valuable paper says about him. My own sub- 
scription does not expire till next month, but as I am send- 
ing this new subscription I renew for another year from that 
date. I like the Magazine and do not want to be without it. 

J. R. 
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SERVICES IN CHRIST’S MISSION 
President Roosevelt and the Roman Church 
[Reported for The Converted Catholic.] 


EV. JAMES A. O’CONNOR'S subject on February 28, 
R was “President Roosevelt and the Roman Catholic 
Church.” 

After reading several verses from Galatians 5, in which the 
Apostle Paul exhorted his readers to stand fast in the liberty 
with which Christ had made them free and not to be en- 
tangled again with the yoke of bondage, he described the 
early Christian Church and the manner in which it became 
overlaid with pagan symbolism and temporal power. 

When the Emperor Constantine (who was the murderer 
of his own wife, in 326) determined to make Christianity the 
religion of the Roman Empire, the first union of Church and 
State took place. 

The externals of Roman paganism were beautiful. There 
were splendid temples, beautiful pictures and statues and 
elaborate ceremonials. Constantine issued an edict in 303, by 
virtue of which the heathen temples became churches for 
Christian worship, with little or no change in the buildings 
or their contents. The idols remained in their places, but 
were given different names; an image representing Jupiter 
was now called St. Peter, Vulcan became St. Thomas, and 
so on, and pagan goddesses and the Muses became known 
as St. Mary, St. Ann, and other feminine “saints.” As with 
the statues, so with much of the worship. The processions 
were retained, although instead of carrying heathen deities, 
men bore on their shoulders the images of the “saints”; in- 
cense was still burned, only in honor of Christ instead of 
the heathen gods. The garb of the pagan priests became the 
vestments of the Roman hierarchy, and the old ceremonies 
continued, with adaptations to suit the superstitions now 
grafted upon Christianity. 

When the city fell before the northern barbarians, the 
heads of the church at Rome determined to erect upon the 
ruins of the Empire a Power modeled on imperial lines, and 
to dominate the world, as the Emperors had done. Thus the 
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partnership between paganism and Romanism was firmly 
established. 

Then came the temporal power, the throne, the triple tiara 
of the Papacy, and all the trappings of imperialism were hung 
upon the outside of the true Church of Christ, hiding it from 
the people. When men and women lifted their eyes to see 
Christ and his real Church, they saw the crown and the court, 
the dazzling jewels, the splendid vestments, and all the show 
and ceremonial of imperialism; but they could see no Christ 
beyond. 

Still, even all through the Dark Ages the Lord had His 
own true people who sought Him and were found of Him, in 
spite of the darkness around them, and they witnessed for 
Him as they were able, with large results. 

Later on we see Wyckliffe in England, Huss in Bohemia, 
Savonarola in Italy, and others, who were followed by 
Luther, Calvin, Knox, and all the heroes of the Reformation 
of the sixteenth century. In subsequent years, when the 
churches that had inherited the doctrines of the Reformers 
lost much of their spiritual power and vigor, God raised up 
the Puritans in the seventeenth century, and Wesley and 
Whitefield in the eighteenth. 

Pastor O’Connor referred to the ancestry of President 
Roosevelt; and told of the heroic resistance made by the peo- 
ple of Holland for many years to the armies of Charles V 
and Philip II, which were sent to compel obedience to the 
Pope upon pain of death. 

According to Meteven, during the last thirty years of the 
reign of the Emperor Charles V, 50,000 Protestants were put 
to death in the Netherlands; Grotius, however, places the 
number at 100,000. 

In 1549 Philip of Spain—arterwards Philip I[—was called 
to the Netherlands by his father, Charles V, and remained 
there until 1559. He left behind 4,000 foreign soldiers to en- 
force his father’s edicts against heretics and to check the in- 
dependence of the people. 

Before returning to Spain, Philip summoned the deputies 
representing the Provinces to Ghent. As he could not speak 
Flemish the Bishop of Arras translated for him. He laid 
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stress upon the “intense affection” which Philip bore to the 
Provinces; he asked for three millions of gold florins; and 
then went on to say that many neighboring countries were 
greatly infested by “new, reprobate, and damnable sects,” 
some members of which had made disciples in the Nether- 
lands; the king proposed to extirpate to all these heretics 
and he relied on the deputies to help him in this work. As 
the speech proceeded the deputies were waiting to hear that 
Philip would remove the Spanish troops; that he would 
lighten taxation; and that he would respect the ancient char- 
ters that he had sworn to observe. 

As nothing was said about any of these things, the deputies 
asked leave to give their answer about the money on the fol- 
lowing day. 

On the morrow the deputies followed each other in pro- 
fessing loyalty to Philip and saying that he should have the 
money demanded, but only on condition that all the foreign 
troops were removed. 

Without the soldiers the edicts against heretics could not 
be enforced, and the cruel work of the Inquisition could not 
be done; and Philip showed great displeasure in his face. 
His anger was increased before the convention broke up by 
the presentation to him of a formal remonstrance, signed by 
the Prince of Orange and many nobles, in the name of the 
States-General, which asked him to at least moderate the 
enforcement of the edicts against heretics, if not annul them 
altogether. When one of his ministers suggested that to 
persist in their execution might lead to rebellion and the loss 
of the Provinces, Philip declared that “he would rather be 
no king at all than have heretics as subjects.” 

He was so infuriated by the boldness of these Protestants 
that he left the hall in a rage, declaring that as he was a 
Spaniard himself perhaps they were anxious for him to leave 
the country as well as his soldiers. This happened in 1559. 

Persecutions continued for eight years under Margaret, 
Duchess of Parma,—Philip’s half sister—who was appointed 
Regent during his absence from the country. The war on the 
Protestants, however, was not altogether one-sided. Churches 
and cathedrals were attacked and images were destroyed in 
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many places, and the troops sent to attack cities often met 
with vigorous resistance; and though many mercenary troops 
were brought in from Germany and other countries to de- 
stroy Protestantism, their operations accomplished little be- 
yond the ruin and devastation spread through the land. 

In 1567 the infamous Duke of Alva, with an army of 20,000 
men, appeared on the scene. Counts Egmont and Horn were 
executed, and the wholesale murder of heretics was carried 
on with great vigor. Now and then, however, the biter got 
bitten severely, as when 12,000 Spanish soldiers were slain at 
the siege of Haarlem. 

Alva, however, boasted that during the six years of his 
administration he had executed 18,000 persons, besides the 
thousands more slain by the soldiers in the sacking of cities 
and in obeying the orders of the military and ecclesiastical au- 
thorities. 

The Dutch who came from Holland and the Puritans who 
came from England to these shores in the seventeenth century 
did not come. to seek a livelihood or to gain wealth or to 
acquire territory. Their object was to obtain freedom to 
worship God and liberty from the domination of prelacy, 
priestcraft and Popery. 

So Theodore Roosevelt came of good stock; but as fre- 
quently happens, Protestant principle succumbed to the pres- 
sure of political expediency, and “the Catholic vote” had be- 
come such an important factor in elections that the astute 
politicians of the Republican party, of whom Mr. Roose- 
velt is chief, set about the task of swinging it from the Demo- 
cratic party to their own. Mr. Roosevelt was successful in 
his methods of gaining the Catholic vote and unduly favoring 
the hierarchy. Some of the documents in the Bellamy Storer 
letters show that his methods were of the secret, underhand 
nature that is so characteristic of the work of the Jesuits. 

For example, on March 17, 1899, Mr. Roosevelt wrote Mrs. 
Storer: 

“T am strongly of the opinion that the uplifting of the people 
in these tropic islands must come chiefly through making them 
better Catholics and better citizens; and that, on the one hand, 
we shall have to guard against the reactionary Catholics who 
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would oppose the correction of abuses in the ecclesiastical 
arrangements of the islands—and, on the other hand, guard 
against Protestant fanaticism, which will give trouble anyhow, 
and which may be fanned into a dangerous flame if the above- 
mentioned reactionaries are put into control 

While I would not like to have this letter published, you are 
most welcome to show it to any one you see fit.” 

When Governor of the State of New York in a letter to 
Mrs. Storer, dated March 23, 1899, Mr. Roosevelt said: 

“I absolutely agree with you as to Archbishop Ireland. You 
know the truth about this so-called recantation of his about 
Americanism much better than I do. It seems to me that 

it will be a fortunate thing if we can have him made a 
Cardinal, especially in view of what must occur in the Philip- 
pines. Remember, you have to largely guide me in matters of 
this kind, and write me always and fully.” 

In a letter to the same lady from the Executive Chamber, 
Albany, N. Y., April 30, 1900, Governor Roosevelt said: 

“I need not say what a pleasure it would be for me to do 
anything I can for Archbishop Ireland. You know how high 
a regard I have always felt for him; he represents the type of 
Catholicism which, in my opinion, must prevail in the United 
States if the Catholic Church is to attain the full measure of 
power and influence with our people and under our form of 
government. 

You may be interested to know of the large percentage of 
Catholics, without exception men standing as high in capacity 
as in integrity, whom I have placed upon the various impor- 
tant commissions in New York State . . . I need not tell 
you that it is a pleasure to write this to you, or to do anything 
else that you desire me to do if in my power . . . With love 
to Bellamy, always faithfully yours, 

Theodore Roosevelt.” 

That the affairs of the State of New York by no means 
absorbed all the attention of the Governor is evident from a 
letter written November 23, 1900, in which he said: 

“On every question, such as Church property in the Philip- 
pines, the marriage law in Cuba, Catholic representation on 
charitable bodies and Catholic chaplains in the army and navy, 
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I have appeals from numerous Catholics. They are almost 
always appeals which I feel to be just, and I help them out to 
the best of my ability.” 

More than that, President Roosevelt “consulted” Roman 
Catholic priests, and “leaned upon them for support” in mat- 
ters affecting the interests of the nation. Mrs. Storer de- 
clared that Mr. Roosevelt said to her on October 29, 1904, dur- 
ing her visit to him at Oyster Bay: 

“IT consult Archbishop Ireland and lean upon him for sup- 
port in every issue that involves the Catholic Church in 
America and in every question which concerns the Church in 
the Philippines.” On November 20, 1905, she wrote: 

“They have wiped out Archbishop Ireland without promoting 
the Archbishop of New York. The diocese of New York rep- 
resents (as it did in the lifetime of Archbishop Corrigan) the 
foreign and reactionary spirit which is hurtful to our country 
and hostile to our schools and institutions. I cannot believe 
that you have asked for the recognition of this element, and 
that Archbishop Ireland’s great work should reap no harvest 
of future influence would be a misfortune to the Republic.” 

Among the far-reaching results of what Mr. Roosevelt has 
said and done on behalf of the Roman Church was the 
strengthening of the hierarchy in its power over the people 
wishing to think for themselves. Then, too, the press and the 
platform had been in great measure silenced, because writers 
and public speakers had to contend against stronger adverse 
influence if they wished to protest against the efforts of the 
hierarchy to accomplish the task set before it some years ago 
by Archbishop Ireland—Mr. Roosevelt’s great friend—when 
he said at the Catholic Congress at Baltimore: “We must 
make America Catholic! God wills it!” 

Pastor O’Connor’s address concluded with an expression of 
gratitude to God that Mr. Roosevelt’s term of office would 
expire so soon, as in the history of the country no President 
of the United States had so lauded the Roman Catholic 
Church and helped the hierarchy as he had done; and he 
earnestly hoped that the coming administration of Mr. Taft 
would be an era of peace and prosperity without any dis- 
crimination whatever in favor of the Roman Catholics. 
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Editor O’Connor’s Letters to Cardinal 
Gibbons 
Eighth Series. 
No. 3. 
331 West Fifty-Seventh Street, New York, March, 1gog. 

Sir:—Your constant meddling in public affairs in the in- 
terests of the Roman Catholic Church and your adroitness in 
gaining the attention of the American people would seem to 
be the most prominent characteristics of your life and work. 
As the foremost representative of the Papal Church in this 
country, you would say that was your business, and that 
you only fulfil your duty to your master, the Pope of Rome, 
by such activities. All that you do and all that you say can 
have no other object than the glorification of the Church of 
Rome. But that your work tends to the welfare of the 
American people is not a disputed question. Those nations 
that have been subject to the Church of Rome for centuries 
have learned by experience that their backward condition 
should be attributed to the active labors and zealous efforts 
of such men as you, who have brought them under the rule 
of the priest. Hence the revolt in those countries against 
priestly domination. You were a bishop in the Roman 
Church at the time of the Vatican Council in Rome in 1870 
when the Pope was deprived of his temporal power and de- 
posed as king by the people over whom he ruled. So in 
France, within the last few years, the people have rejected 
the Papal supremacy. The American people should remem- 
ber these facts when they contemplate your increasing efforts 
for the exaltation of the Roman Catholic Church. 

I was a young priest the year after the Vatican Council, 
and I confess we paid little attention to the Pope’s depriva- 
tion of temporal power or even the new dogma of his infalli- 
bility. I really thought in those days that my priesthood 
was identical with the ministry of Christ to the people, and 
that it did not involve meddling with purely secular affairs. 
Your conception of the office seems to be very different, for 
your claim to the attention and recognition of the public is 
on other lines—politics, marriage and divorce, public schools, 
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and other secular matters. When I found out that the Ro- 
man priesthood was merely a part of a huge political ma- 
chine for the aggrandizement of the Papacy, I withdrew from 
it. You, however, have continued and have become an im- 
portant part of that machine; and your present occupation is 
to throw dust in the eyes of the American people lest they 
should see the real character of your Church and the true 
nature of its claims. Your continuous performance as the 
Papal champion in various guises keeps one busy in expos- 
ing the sophistries, refuting the arguments, and correcting 
the mis-statements to which you are prone. I would rather 
write to you every month on purely religious subjects, but 
while you are so active in behalf of the Pope’s Church it is 
necessary to tell the people to be on their guard. 

Your latest exhibition was through the Associated Press, 
which sent out last month to all the daily papers in the 
United States a synopsis of an article by you in a leading 
magazine, in which you tried to make a reply to the Lutheran 
pastors who protested against the advocacy of a Roman 
Catholic for the Presidency of the United States. The use 
of the Associated Press gave prominence to your statements 
that they would not otherwise receive. One of these was: 

American Catholics rejoice in our separation of Church and 
State, and I can conceive no combination of circumstances 
likely to arise which should make a union desirable either to 
Church or State. We know the blessings of our present ar- 
rangement; it gives us liberty and binds together priests and 
people in a union better than that of Church and State. 

Now, Cardinal, Pope Pius IX, whom you must believe to 
have been infallible, specially condemned, in the Syllabus 
issued in 1864 the proposition (No. 53) “That the Church 
is to be separate from the State and the State separate from 
the Church.” 

However disingenuous you may be in your statements 
with regard to the separation of Church and State, Bishop 
McFaul, of Trenton, N. J., stands by Pius IX and the Sylla- 
bus of 1864, and states his position with perfect clearness. 
He is one of the founders of the Federation of Catholic So- 
cieties, which claims to hold two millions of votes under the 
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domination of the hierarchy. Just before the annual conven- 
tion at Indianapolis, two years ago, he said in Jersey City, 
“the kind of politics we want to develop” is “the civil, re- 
ligious and social interests of the Roman Church.” He 
pointed out that the organization might obtain the appoint- 
ment of more Roman Catholic teachers in American public 
schools, and he “told how a delegation representing a num- 
ber of Catholic societies of New Jersey went to Trenton and 
had a bill which threatened to impose a tax on parochial 
schools immediately amended by the cutting out of the ob- 
jectionable and ambiguously worded clauses.” He also re- 
ferred to the work accomplished in Congress at Washington, 
“where it [the Federation] has been instrumental in defeat- 
ing the Bard amendment affecting Catholic Indian schools 
and in the tabling of the Stephens bill.” The purpose of both 
these two measures was to prevent the payment of public 
money for the support of Catholic sectarian schools. Dr. 
McFaul’s determination to obtain public money from the 
State of New Jersey for his sectarian schools is expressed 
thus: “We insist that if in our schools we give the quantity 
and quality of education demanded by the State laws, the 
State ought to put down the cash. We want to get a strong 
public opinion among the Catholic laity so that we could put 
our hands on this lever and say, ‘this is what we want and 
this is what we must have.’” 

The late Roman Catholic bishop, Dr. Horstmann, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, said, “The Church and the Federation should keep 
religion out of politics until the politicians take politics into 
religion; then we should crush them in their attempt.” This 
is another way of saying that if any public man should re- 
sist efforts on the part of the hierarchy to promote the Papal 
interests at the expense of the city, or the State, or the 
American people, the hierarchy or the Federation—or both— 
should crush him. 

Some of the high priests of Rome are continually talking 
about the “rights of the Church.” As a matter of fact “the 
Church,” as such, has no “rights” at all under the Constitu- 
tion. The Constitution guarantees freedom of worship and 
liberty of conscience to all the Roman Catholics as indi- 
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viduals, but it does not recognize any “Church” at all, as an 
organization. It is worthy of note that practically all war- 
fare upon our national institutions comes from the hierarchy, 
and if the voice of laymen is heard at all in this direction it 
is sure to come from some organization under the control of 
the priests. 

Something of the real spirit of the hierarchy of to-day can 
be learned from recent incidents in Malta—a naval station 
belonging to England in the Mediterranean Sea. 

Not long ago the attention of the British Government was 
called to the fact that some Protestant mission services at 
the Theater Royal, Valetta, had been forbidden upon the de- 
mand of the Roman Catholic Archbishop, in accordance with 
some antiquated arrangement made when the island passed 
to Great Britain. The result was a set of Royal instructions 
providing religious freedom and liberty of worship through- 
out the island. The Catholic Archbishop then had the au- 
dacity to address a memorial to King Edward, asking him to 
withdraw that clause of his instructions providing for liberty 
of religious worship, and the members of the Cathedral Chap- 
ter sent a similar document to London. Both memorials 
failed in their purpose; and so incensed was the Archbishop 
at his failure to browbeat King Edward VII that he actually 
addressed a letter to the Governor of the island, expressing 
his anger at the refusal of the British King to acknowledge 
the supremacy of the Pope, so far as Malta was concerned. 
In commenting upon the incident, the New York Observer 
aptly observes: “American Archbishops may indulge in 
rhetorical outbursts of approval of American institutions, but 
the Archbishop of Malta is the genuine article.” 

If the American archbishops, however, had the power pos- 
sessed by the Archbishop of Malta, up to a short time ago, 
the American people would soon see that they, too, were 
“genuine articles.” 

In your article in the North American Review you also 
assert: 

Now this proposal to exclude Catholics from office,—for 


it is no mere theory, but a practical programme earnestly 
recommended to the American public by two solemn as- 
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semblies,—is advocated expressly in the interest of religious 
liberty and for the sake of preserving the Federal Constitu- 
tion. That document says: “No religious test shall ever be 
required as a qualification to any office or public trust under 
the United States.” Just understand here, however, remark 
these Lutheran and Baptist synods, an amendment or rather, 
let us say, a little clause which brings out the sense with 
admirable clearness: “provided, of course, that this provision 
be not understood to apply to Roman Catholics.” 


Your disingenuousness is there apparent; as also in the fol- 
lowing paragraph: 


Most of the State constitutions, however, were not at first 
characterized by the same perfect liberty. Seven of them de- 
barred Catholics from office or citizenship; six expressly, one 
by requiring naturalized citizens to abjure any foreign eccle- 
siastical allegiance. But in the course of time all restrictions 
against adherents of any religion were swept away. The re- 
moval of these civil disabilities has always, I believe, been con- 
sidered a triumph of the American spirit; and the Lutheran 
and Baptist synods will find it difficult to persuade the public 
to write the synodical concept of religious liberty and civil 
equality upon our statute books. They will not attempt it; 
but shall we take pride in the removal of such laws from the 


statute books and counsel our citizens to engrave them upon 
their hearts? 


As an excuse or pretence for this article you did not refer 
to the historical statements and quotations regarding your 
Church, accurate and reliable though they have been, in The 
Converted Catholic. That would have been too big an ad- 
vertisement for the Magazine. Years ago, in the early days 
of this work for the enlightment of Roman Catholics and 
their conversion to evangelical Christianity, I received much 
abuse from your writers in the press, and it was a good thing 
for me, for it advertised the work, but of late you have let 
me alone, for which I am not thankful. It should be con- 
sidered an honor by any Protestant American to be made a 
target for the vitriolic darts of the Papal agents in this coun- 
try. Your praise of any Protestant—or “non-Catholic,” as 
the Jesuits and Paulists say—would be an indication that 
there was something wrong with him; that at least he was 
weak in his own faith, or that such faith as he had was not 
worth much, one way or the other. You would not refer to 
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The Converted Catholic or quote from its pages, but at 
the same time you would not forget its lessons. You are not 
alone in such a condition. Even some Protestants who are 
very friendly to your Church do not love this Magazine. I 
remember some years ago when my friend, the Rev. Josiah 
Strong, D.D., was issuing a second edition of his book, “Our 
Country,” he appealed to me for the verification of some ex- 
tracts from the Encyclicals of Pope Leo XIII. He said he 
had used the translation published in a Roman Catholic pa- 
per, but he discovered it was inaccurate. I showed him the 
correct translation in The Converted Catholic, where the 
sentences were compared with the Latin, and he acknowl- 
edged the accuracy of the translation. “But,” said he, “I 
cannot give The Converted Catholic as my authority, for, 
you know, the President of our Society is in most friendly 
relations with many Roman Catholics, and there would be 
trouble. Dr. Strong was then the Secretary of the Evangeli- 
cal Alliance, and the president to whom he referred was 
defraying most of the expenses of the organization. Soon 
after that incident Dr. Strong, a man of fine culture, resigned 
his secretaryship and entered upen the more congenial work 
of social service where he would not be hampered by the 
possibility of displeasing the friends of Rome. Though you 
would not quote The Converted Catholic, Cardinal, you heed 
its teaching in some respects, for you know how reliable and 
accurate are its statements. Yours truly, 


James A. O’Connor. 


Our Forgetful and Neglectful Subscribers 


The Post Office authorities have been very patient with 
us and our subscribers in allowing the Magazine to go to 
those friends who have not paid anything for this year, and 
even for two, three, and four years past. It is very nice and 
comforting to believe in the old adage, “Everything comes to 
him who waits,” but the United States Government is an im- 
personal thing, and it will not wait any longer than this 
month for marking on the mail-list the renewal of subscrip- 
tions for 1909. So, though we have been as patient as mortal 
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man could be, waiting, waiting, for our friends to send the 
renewal of their subscriptions, Uncle Sam, through his great 
Post Office, will not allow us to wait any longer. It isa 
serious thing for this work, and hampers it beyond measure, 
that so many subscriptions have remained unpaid. Every 
Christian reader of the Magazine should answer the question, 
“How can the expense of the publication of such an interest- 
ing, well printed—even handsome—Magazine be met?” 

Thus the case stands. Perhaps we have been to blame for 
not sending out duns every month to our delinquent sub- 
scribers, but that is a fault on the side of patience and good 
nature. When those friends who have forgotten and neglected 
us have passed from this life we shall tell nothing but good 
of them—“Say nothing of the dead but what is good.” 
Now while they are yet alive they cannot say that we have 
exhausted our supply of blame on them, though our good 
and true friends, the paid-up subscribers will say that these 
delinquents deserve all we could inflict on them. After this 
copy of The Converted Catholic is in the hands of those 
forgetful and neglectful subscribers they will receive a cir- 
cular notifying them of the amount they owe for the Maga- 
zine. If they do not respond to that notice we must bid 
them good-by for ever, until we meet in the other life. Where 
that life will be those who have not paid their debts know 
very well. The printers, the paper dealers and the Post Office 
men—both those who have taken the paper from New York 
and those who have delivered it from the local office into the 
hards of its readers—have all been paid and all other ex- 
renses connected with it have been met. 

The Cenverted Catholic has been for the last twenty-five 
y2ars a r-essenger of peace and good will and Christian cour- 
tesy to cll its readers—true to the eternal verities of the 
Christiar religion and the sound principles of the American 
Republic. Surely it deserves the support of all its Christian 
and pat:‘otic readers. We earnestly hope that those who 
have nct paid their subscriptions for this year, and years 
past, will do so now, and thus make the labor lighter for the 
workers in this good cause, and life sweeter for all of us. 





